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Mother piece of cold war orthodoxy yielded 
Tuesday when President Roh Tae Woo of South 

JoTifJ 0 ? ^ podium at the United Nations. It 
marked the first time that the loader of South 
Korea, the only country the U.N. ever went to war to 
protect, has ever addressed that body. And Mr. Roh 
used the occasion to launch a courageous and crea-: 





economic giant that was stHl a political midget? 
#.*« *L leadta * his coumry in success- 

mUtf«traKu^ 1988 0, y m Pi cs and by making un- 
ffl^trtabie progress toward democracy and human 
righte.jnms bolstered, Mr. Roh came to the U.N. to 
plead his case for a conference among the two 
Koreas and the powers that back them: the U.S. and 

JaDftlL thfi SflViAt llniim anil rkl«. 


, Frwposai 10 Drrng peace to his penin- 

sula, an effort worthy of the strides he has made to- 
ward democracy at home. . 

Norfli and Smith Korea, each without a U.N. 
seat and with armies among .ftp world’s lareest 
glare across the line that has diVidedthem See 
1950. Nowhere except in Germany do East andWest 
face each other so directly and dangerously. Mr. 

R< f t0 *** P* ace with neighbor and 

His strides towai^^m^racy were anything ^inenceT^^h? SeOUl ' n<Mlr * Western economic 
but assured when he took office last Februarvafter Athom^Mr w^k” 8 *1* Communist world, 

his nation's first free elections in almS™20veare Ham haS ^ hlmself °P en to learning 
A military man, he’d been resnonsible for L™ '• iT >m t £ 0Se w l , P pressed for political freedom, and 
of his paSy's recent retormsRrm^v ofS friend and at? 


r — — viiiuii auu villlld. 

r» uf V f_^ een almost as many false starts at 
rejwMng this issue as there hate be en bitter accu- 
sations, shootings and assassinations throughout 

aErSidn?^#' IS 1 ?? £9 r6 !’* For *te n Minister, 

gave onJ y « brittle if 
sHkhUy conciifatory response to Mr. Rtfi. 

Still, there is movement Moscow and Beijing 


uicre is nwvemem. Moscow and Beilina 
? a ™' i $T en Pressing Pyongyang's fanatic leadership 
■ Seou1 ' «*»#» Western economic 

eminence ic riaohinn mtt ^ . . 


of his party's recentretorms.tw^forniany of its 2 

less savory aspects, too. How would he hanJle this SS5S“S.Si° rpeaCe - In both 

Cnr DaiooeA on^/nQHO ■ m a d nDn^Tnonc'i DnnnonnQcnn/i o c; 


now woura ne untile this endeavors. hedesem* mn “ u 
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